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Book Ends:

A year between the covers
By Naomi Beth Wakan

A fascinating romp through books with an author that
everyone would wish to have as their favourite, eccentric
aunt.

Everyone’s favourite “lovely old biddy from Gabriola Island” is back
with another amusing and thought-provoking book. In Book Ends
the author tracks her reading, which she admits is a bit obsessive,
throughout the year. Tackling everything from The Tuale of Genji to
Harold Bloom’s How to Read and Why, with stops for poetry, spy
thrillers and science writers in between, Naomi reads widely, and
comments broadly on her reading, on the books and the authors
who write them. This is a passionate, witty and highly entertaining
book, one that will have all readers reaching for their pencils to
make their own lists of “must-reads.”

I have been reading a book entitled, 1001 Books You Must Read
Before You Die (general editor — Peter Boxall) and, of course, it filled
me with guilt and remorse. What have I been doing with my life that
I have probably not read more than one third of the books included?
Guilt is not a good thing to feel, so, thinking I shouldn’t waste time
actually counting every book I might have read at least halfway
through from the 1001 presented, I settled down and decided that
the least thing I could do was to read the 1001 three-hundred-word
critiques of the novels — these alone stretch to 960 pages, and that, [
thought, would be enough to at least have paid token homage to the
novel as it has developed over the era of Homo sapiens.

Before I settled on to my reading couch, I did muse that had I
started reading these 1001 novels by the time I was, say, seven years
old (by which time I was already perusing George Bernard Shaw and
the other Fabians that my left-wing-bending step-sisters had pressed
into my precocious little hands), and had I read one of these 1001
novels every twenty-eight days of my life, I would have read them all
by now and would therefore be able to die in peace. But what kind
of life would have been devoted entirely to reading 1001 novels? No
husbands, no divorces, no mortgage — why it would have been a
wretched existence.

An author of poetry, non-fiction, essays and educational resources,
Naomi Beth Wakan'’s writing career started in earnest when she began
writing for a small-town newspaper in Ontario. Naomi is a member of
Haiku Canada, Tanka Canada and The League of Canadian Poets. Her
poetry and essays have been read on the CBC, and have been printed in
numerous magazines including Geist, Room of One’s Own, Moonset and
Resurgence.

Poplar Press
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a year between the covers

Book Ends: A year between the covers
By Naomi Beth Wakan
978-1-894987-42-4

6x9 Paperback

200 pp.  $19 April
Literary Criticism

Also by this Author:

Compositions:

Notes on the written word
by Naomi Beth Wakan
Wolsak and Wynn Publishers
978-1-894987-25-7

228 pp. $19 2008

Non-fiction

Compositions:

Motes on the written word

“Her stories all
have something
that any writer can
relate to.”

— Library
Bookwatch



Frontlist — Poetry

Burning House
By Richard Lemm

In Burning House, poet Richard Lemm takes a series
of journeys to try and comprehend America’s history
of war and his own personal history.

In a portrait gallery of poems, Richard Lemm considers
everything from the history of war in the United States to
an undertakers’ convention in Charlottetown, Prince Edward
Island. History, war and a search for understanding thread
through this collection, in poems that have vivid, dynamic
imagery and a strong emotional resonance.

My Country

2. Anaheim

Sweet orange grove and clover land

s where cousins herded their livestock
Burning House bees from orchards

By Richard Lemm and hives, now swarming with the traffic’s
978-1-894987-40-0 drone, honeyed music and brand

5.75x8.5 Paperback name outlets and security guards.
120 pp. $17 March

Poetry 5. Lumberjack’s Daughter
My grandmother shedding her grace
Also by this Author: into canning jars, turkey stews, pie crusts
bulging with apples, knowledge she traced
Four ways of dealing with bullies to a logging camp, the civil liberties

By Richard Lemm
978-0-919897-75-5
80 pp. 815 2000
Poetry

of her parents’ timber rights,

the majesty of cedars and Douglas firs
lifting her voice in a green canopy

of song that spread

across the years to my spacious skies.

been writer-in-residence and poetry instructor at various
community colleges, regional libraries, public school districts
and summer writing programs across the country. Born in
Seattle, he immigrated to Canada in 1967.

@ Poems by Richard Lemm| “Lemm’s pOetiC

:'1'-; voice has an

o appealingly fresh, .

1;' conversa%iZnal Richard Lemm is an award-winning author. He currently is a

o colloquial quality.” professor at the University of PEI. He has an MA in English from
g — The Antigom'sh' Queen’s University and a PhD from Dalhousie University. He has
5 Review been a faculty member at the Banff School of Fine Arts, and has
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Frontlist — Poetry

You Know Who You Are
By Ian Williams

Love, gunshots, stereotypes and city streets fill this
stunning debut from a young, black poet.

Ian Williams writes challenging poetry. His poems address the
crisis of young, black masculinity in cities, paint starkly urban
portraits of life and break open stereotypes the way a student
taught him to snap the back of a ramen noodle packet. Sly

humour laces through this collection, and Williams is adept at

playing with language to change meanings in unexpected ways.

For him it’s easy to turn the word go into gone.

Code Pink: Infant Abduction

Don’t be stupid. He wasn’t born in jail.

The fights Dre brags about, throwing it down
in the yard, punishment in solitary, tallying
time on the wall — all that’s from his time

at Spruce Lake K-8.

But before that he spent nine months locked up

in me. My friend was pregnant same time.

When her baby broke and opened its eyes

she clapped a hand to her chest. Blue. They’re blue.
Like his father.

What of the fatherless?
I knew Dre’s colour before he was born, knew everything
in fact — pricey sneakers, hoops and hoods, 2 a.m. clubs —
so when he opened his, I looked down on him
with my own black eyes unsurprised.
After all you only mine.

lan Williams received his PhD from the University of Toronto and
is currently a Professor at Fitchburg State College. He has held
multiple fellowships and residencies and his writing has been in
many journals across Canada and the US. Williams has a
collection of short stories forthcoming from Freehand Books in
2011. He divides his time between Ontario and Massachusetts.

< 4

You Know Who You Are

By Ian Williams
978-1-894987-41-7
5.75x8.5 Paperback
90 pp. $17 April
Poetry

Other Related Titles:

Reticent Bodies
By Moez Surani
978-1-894987-37-0
96 pp. $17 2009
Poetry

“Exquisite in
language,
provocative in
thought, and
outrageously
excellent in
style...”

— George Elliott
Clarke



Jacquie Buncel

Turning the
Corner atc 2

Dusk

Turning the Corner at Dusk
By Jacquie Buncel
978-1-894987-36-3

5.75x 8.5 Paperback

90 pp. $17 April

Poetry

Other Related Titles:

My mother agrees with the dead
By Susan Stenson
978-1-894987-18-9

72 pp. $17 2007

Poetry

“Both a
culmination of her
success so far and a
predictor of the
boundless words
and stories to
come.”

— Monday
Magasine

Turning the Corner at Dusk
By Jacquie Buncel

Evocative images of Judaism weave in and out of
this deeply personal child-of-Holocaust-survivors
collection.

Turning the Corner at Dusk is a searing collection of poetry.
Starting in Presov, Slovakia, we join Jacquie Buncel as she
accompanies her father back to his boyhood home. With
poems as clear as snapshots we move through Buncel’s
growing understanding of the Holocaust and her connection
with Judaism past and present. The collection ends with the
celebration of new life as both she and her partner celebrate
the births of their two daughters.

Resting Ground

I've always liked cemeteries
quiet gray and white stones
history-embedded inscriptions
contemplative willow trees

months later

mourners come

to unveil the tombstone

place pebbles carefully on the grave

you want to talk to her
or feel close to him

I don’t have a cemetery to visit.

Jacquie Buncel’s poetry has been published in journals, such as
Fireweed; Atlantis: A Women’s Studies Journal; Kaleidoscope: An
International Jowrnal of Poetry; CV2 and Poetica: Reflections of
Jewish Thought. Her poetry and short fiction have appeared in a
number of anthologies including, Outrage: Dykes and Bis Resist
Homophobia and Countering the Myths: Lesbians write about the
Men in their Lives. She has an honours BA in English Literature
from Queen’s University and a Masters in Education from the
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education. She lives in Toronto
with her partner and their two children.
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Hallucinations in the Alfalfa

and Other Poems
by Griselda Garcia
Translated by Hugh Hazelton

A beautiful, facing-page translation of an innovative,
young Argentine poet by an award-winning Canadian
translator.

The poetry of Griselda Garceia is a hallucinatory journey through a
landscape haunted by startling images of sensuality and desolation,
humour and contlict, passion and suffering. Her lyrical, shifting
visions, interwoven by a subtle, intermittent narrative line, touch on
fear, love, death and redemption. Though intensely intimate, her
work also echoes the trauma of recent Argentine history: it is “a
journey in an unknown car, with an unknown person, toward an
unknown place,” as the critic Jorge Santiago Perednik has put it.
Garcia follows her own poetic path, writing in search of a reader
who can understand the resonance behind her words, someone who
will feel “an almost animal joy,” she says, in being deeply moved by a
poem. Her style is spontaneous, filled with unexpected contrasts,
and yet carefully polished. It is a poetry that is essentially urban,
cutting-edge and utterly of the present: for Canadian readers, it
reflects a reality that is both new and akin to their own.

Griselda Garcia is one of the principal voices of a younger generation of
Argentine poets who have grown up in the cultural resurgence and
economic uncertainty that have characterized Argentine life since the
fall of the military dictatorship in 1983. She has published six
collections of poetry and is highly active in the Buenos Aires literary
world, both as co-editor of the small press La Carta de Oliver and as a
key figure in Internet publication, which is a major component in the
diffusion of contemporary Argentine writing. She has also worked with
the literary review La Guacha, produced radio programs on culture and
literature, worked in theatre and dance, and translated poetry by Anne
Sexton and Sylvia Plath into Spanish. Alucinaciones en la alfalfa y otros
poemas / Hallucinations in the Alfalfa and Other Poems is the first
published translation of her work into English.

Hugh Hazelton is a writer and translator who specializes in the work of
Latin American writers living in Canada, as well as in comparisons
between Canadian and Quebec literatures and those of the Southern
Cone (Argentina, Chile and Uruguay). He has published four books of
poetry and has translated eleven books from Spanish and French into
English. His translation of Vétiver (Signature, 2005), a collection of
poems by the Haitian-Canadian writer Joél Des Rosiers, won the
Governor General’s award for French-English translation in 2006. He
teaches Spanish translation and Latin American civilization at
Concordia University in Montreal.

Hallucinations in the Alfalfa

and Other Poems

By Griselda Garcia
Translated by Hugh Hazelton

Hallucinations in the Alfalfa and
Other Poems

by Griselda Garcia

Translated by Hugh Hazelton
978-1-894987-43-1

5.75x8.5 Paperback

120 pp.  $19 June

Translation

Related Titles:

The Baltic Quintet: Poems from
Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania
and Sweden

Edited by Edita Page
978-1-894987-26-4

192 pp. $25 2008

Poetry Anthology

“A masterful job of
assembling
accomplished
poets from the
Baltic area.” — ARC

> Quintet:



Also by
Richard Harrison:

Worthy of his Fall
978-1-894987-04-2

Hero of the Play: 10th
Anniversary Edition
978-0-919897-95-3

Recent Releases

Now is the Winter:
Thinking about Hockey

Edited by Jamie Dopp and Richard Harrison

“What makes Now is the Winter such a compelling read is that it
both examines and challenges the perception that hockey is
Canada’s game and Canada’s game alone. This engaging collection
of essays will satistfy both academics and fans of the game.”

— Paul Martin

978-1-894987-34-9

214 pp.  $25 Anthology November 2009

Tiwo summers in a
life by the sea

Lesley Choyee

NEXT TO NOTHING

Christina McRae

Seven Ravens:

Two summers in «a life by the sea

By Lesley Choyce

“Choyce’s writing reveals an engagement with both the physical
world and the literary one. It is a privilege to be invited on a
journey with such an inquisitive and sensitive mind.”

— Candace Fertile, Quill & Quire

978-1-894987-39-4

250 pp. $19 Memoir November 2009

Reticent Bodies

By Moez Surani

“Surani has that rare ability to write beautifully without ornament.
His lyricism is stripped bare, unpacked, disassembled. Its effects are
immediate. It’s both stark and relevatory.”

— Paul Vermeersch

978-1-894987-37-0
96 pp. 817  Poetry

fl‘q

Reticent’ Bodies

Poesms by Moez. Sarani

October 2009

Next to Nothing

By Christina McRae

Next to Nothing is composed of poetry that is raw with honesty,
written in a voice that asks for no sympathy and gives no quarter.
These poems are rooted in small towns, but they caress the sharp
edges of experience and savour the bittersweet tang of love.

978-1-894987-38-7

80 pp. 817 Poetry  October 2009
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